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Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date: 
Examiner of JPO 
Representative/ Applicant 
Applied Provision 



JP2000-080302 
August 29, 2002 

M. Miyashita 2946 5Q00 

Iwao Mishina et al. 
Patent Law Section 29(2), 
Patent Law Section 36 



This application should be refused for the reasons mentioned below. If the 
applicant has any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date on which this notification was 
dispatched. 

Reasons 

[Reasons 1] 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the subject application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since it could have easily been made by persons who have common knowledge 
in the technical field to which the inventions pertain, on the basis of the 
inventions described in the publications listed below which had been 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the subject 
application. 



Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 
Claims 1-9: 
Cited references: 1-4 
Remark: 

In the cited reference 1, there is a description of "an optical disc on 
which branch information is recorded". 

In the cited reference 2, there is a description of "a recording medium on 
which reproduction path information is recorded". 

In the cited reference 3, there is a description of "recording medium on 
which a playlist is recorded". 

In the cited reference 4, there is a description of "reproducing data based 
on the program list representing the reproducing order of data". 

Also, as for Claims 3 and 4, in the cited references 1 - 4, a person skilled 



to be continued. 
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in the art can easily make a configuration as required, in which information 
indicating a number of times for branching or information indicating whether 
or not to permit branching, is recorded. 



LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

[Cited References] 

1. International Publication WO 97/39451 pamphlet (1997) 

2. International Publication WO 98/21722 pamphlet (1998) 

3. Patent Application Laid-open No. Hei 11-146338 

4. Patent Application Laid-open No. Hei 10-162552 

[Reason 2] 

The description of the specification and drawings of this application 
does not comply with the requirements under Patent Law Section 36 (4) and (6) 
with respects to the points below. 

Note 

Claim: 4 
Remark: 

[Translation of the rejections under article 36 is omitted, since it refers to formality 
deficiency.] 



Record of the result of prior art search 
- Technical field(s) to be searched Intl. Cl(7) G11B 20/10 



to be continued 
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- Prior art document(s) none 

This record is not a component(s) of the reason(s) for refusal. 



